Combined Notice to Public of Finding of No Significant Impact and 
Notice of Intent to Request Release of Funds

Date: June 26, 2025
 Allegany County Board of Commissioners
 701 Kelly Rd, Cumberland, MD 21502
 (301)  777-5967

The purpose of this Notice is to satisfy two separate but related procedural requirements for activities to be taken by the Allegany County Board of Commissioners.

On or about July 5, 2025, the above-named Allegany County Board of Commissioners will request that the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development release Appalachian Regional Commission funds under the Maryland Community Development Block Grant Program to be used for the following project:

Project Title: Village Crossing at Campobello Utilities Installation
Purpose of Project: The project will install utilities necessary to support a new neighborhood of 65 market rate, affordable homes in the City of Cumberland. Underground utilities will consist of new water lines, sewer lines, high voltage conduit, low voltage conduit, and all trenching and back filling associated with the installation of said lines.
Location: Sedgwick St, Cumberland, MD 21502
	Total Project Cost: $840,722.00

Finding of No Significant Impact

Notice is hereby given that the above-named municipality has prepared an Environmental Review Record on the project(s) described in this Notice and has determined that said project(s) will have no significant impact on the human environment.  Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is not required and no further environmental review of the project is proposed prior to requesting the Release of Funds.

The Finding of No Significant Impact is based on the following: The site was previously used as a high school and does not disturb any wild lands or undeveloped land. No hazardous materials are present, and all lead and asbestos that was contained within the previous structure was properly disposed of at a licensed facility. All stormwater management infrastructure meets local and state standards, and stormwater runoff is contained in local bio-retention ponds, or is discharged to inlets on Tilghman Street. There is no increase to the risk of flooding to the site as a result of this project. The addition of 96 new trees will help to improve air quality in the immediate region.

The Environmental Review Record which documents the Environmental Review of these project(s) is available for public examination at the Allegany County Board of Commissioners offices during normal businesses hours.

Public Comments on Finding

All interested agencies, groups and persons disagreeing with this decision are invited to submit written comments regarding the environmental impacts of the described project(s) to the offices of Allegany County Board of Commissioners and to the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development.  All such comments must be received no later than July 5, 2025. All comments will be considered and the Allegany County Board of Commissioners will not request the release of funds nor take any action on the project(s) prior to this date. 

	REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS

The Allegany County Board of Commissioners will undertake the project(s) described above with Maryland Community Development Block Grant Funds.  This Notice also certifies that David J. Caporale, serving in the official capacity of President of the Board of County Commissioners, consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to environmental reviews decision-making, and action; and that these responsibilities have been satisfied.  The legal effect of the certification is that upon its approval, the Allegany County Board of Commissioners may use the Maryland Community Development Block Grant Funds and the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) will have satisfied its responsibilities under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969.

	OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS

Objections to the release of funds will be accepted by the Department of Housing and Community Development only if one or more of the following apply: (a) that the certification was not in fact executed by the Certifying Officer; or (b) that the Allegany County Board of Commissioners has omitted a step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR Part 58; or (c) the grant recipient or other participants in the development process have committed funds, incurred costs or undertaken activities not authorized by this part before Release of Funds and approval of the environmental certification by DHCD; or (d) another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality.  All interested agencies, groups and persons disagreeing with this decision are invited to submit written comments to the Allegany County Board of Commissioners and to the CDBG Environmental Officer, MD Department of Housing and Community Development, 7800 Harkins Road, Lanham, Maryland 20706.  All such comments must be received no later than July 21, 2025.

