
        February 23, 2023 
 
 
The regular meeting of the County Commissioners of Allegany County was held in 

the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Allegany Room 100, 701 Kelly Road, Cumberland, at 
5:00 p.m. on the above date. The following were present:  Commissioner David J. 
Caporale; Commissioner Creade V. Brodie, Jr.; Commissioner William R. Atkinson; County 
Administrator Jason M. Bennett; and Assistant County Attorney Ramon Rozas III.    

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present.  
 

MOTION  
Commissioner Atkinson requested that an item be added to the Action Agenda for 

this evening’s meeting.  Commissioner Atkinson explained that the Canal Place 
Preservation Authority is seeking $1,500,000.00 from the Capital Budget to be used as a 
match for $6,000,000.00 in federal funds, with all funds to go toward the River Park at 
Canal Place Project.   

 
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Atkinson, seconded by Commissioner Brodie, 

and duly carried, Item 10A – Canal Place Preservation Authority – Request for 
$1,500,000.00 from the Capital Budget for River Park at Canal Place Project Match was 
added to the Action Agenda.  

 
There were no further additions or deletions to the Agenda. 

 
MOTION  

 Upon Motion made by Commissioner Brodie, seconded by Commissioner Atkinson, 
and duly carried, the Minutes of the February 9, 2023 public business meeting were 
approved by the Board of County Commissioners. 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
Item 1 – Fort Hill Football Team 9th State Championship – Zach Alkire, Head Coach of 
the Fort Hill High School football team, came forward and offered brief remarks and 
thanked the Commissioners for the opportunity to speak this evening, and for their support.  
Commissioner Caporale then read and presented him with an official Citation in honor of 
the team’s 9th football state championship.  A round of applause followed. 
 
Item 2 – Cumberland Historic Cemetery Organization 40th Anniversary – Edward W. 
Taylor, Jr., President of the Cumberland Historic Cemetery Organization, came forward 
and provided some information and background on his organization, after which 
Commissioner Caporale read and presented him with an official Citation in honor of the 
Cumberland Historic Cemetery Organization’s 40th anniversary.  Mr. Taylor also thanked 
the Commissioners for their support through the years.  
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Item 3 – Application Hearings for Oldtown Wastewater Treatment Plan Upgrade, 
both Design and Construction, and required progress hearings for the Flintstone 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade, Locust Grove Sewage Improvements Project, 
and Garden City Mobile Home Park Partial Acquisition – David K. Nedved, Economic 
and Community Development Representative, presented background and information for 
this Item, as set forth on his staff report on the subject dated February 17, 2023, copy of 
the notice of public hearings that was published in the Cumberland Times-News, and 
another attachment entitled “public hearings background information”. Copies of the staff 
report, notice of public hearings, and public hearing background information summary are 
attached to and made a part of these Minutes.  Mr. Nedved announced that this evening 
public hearings would be held for the Oldtown Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade, both 
for design and construction, and for the Flintstone Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade, 
Locust Grove Sewage Improvements Project, and Garden City Mobile Home Park Partial 
Acquisition.  He explained that notice was given in the Cumberland Times-News on 
Saturday, February 18, 2023, that the County Commissioners would sponsor public 
hearings on these projects, and that they are basically all being funded by the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program.   
 



Mr. Nedved pointed out that for the Oldtown Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Project, 
both design and construction, a draft of the CDBG application is available for the public to 
review and to provide comments beginning Monday, February 20, 2023, until Friday, 
March 3, 2023, at the Allegany County Department of Economic and Community 
Development, 701 Kelly Road, Suite 400, Cumberland, Maryland, 701 Kelly Road, 
Cumberland, Maryland, during normal business hours.  
 
The hearings were opened.  Mr. Nedved asked for any public comments or questions 
regarding the projects or about community development, economic development, or 
housing needs. There being none, the hearings were closed.  
 

ACTION AGENDA 
Item 4 – Memorandum of Understanding with Jane’s Place, Inc., Office of the 
Allegany County State’s Attorney, and Friends of Jane’s Place, Inc. – Board of County 
Commissioners to approve a Memorandum of Understanding between Allegany County, 
Jane’s Place, Inc., Office of the Allegany County State’s Attorney, and Friends of Jane’s 
Place, Inc. to memorialize the support of Jane’s Place by Allegany County, the Office of 
the State’s Attorney, and Friends of Jane’s Place – James F. Elliott, State’s Attorney, 
appearing at this meeting on behalf of Jane’s Place, asked the County Commissioners to 
approve a Memorandum of Understanding with Jane’s Place, Inc., Office of the Allegany 
County State’s Attorney, and Friends of Jane’s Place, Inc.  He told the Commissioners that 
Jane’s Place has existed in Allegany County for more than a decade, and that it is a vital 
and necessary resource for the community.  Mr. Elliott provided some background and 
information about Jane’s Place, pointing out that it provides assistance to children who 
have been victims of abuse.  He explained that the purpose of the Memorandum of 
Understanding is to ask for financial support from the County, to supplement community 
support and grant funding, in order to hire, as well as retain, the appropriate people to 
manage the Jane’s Place facility.  Mr. Elliott further explained that the MOU also provides 
for the State’s Attorney’s Office to manage Jane’s Place and the funds being expended, 
and provides for the creation of an advisory board for Jane’s Place.   
 
Commissioner Brodie expressed his thanks to Mr. Elliott for spearheading this.  
 
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Brodie, seconded by Commissioner Atkinson, and 
duly carried, the Board of County Commissioners approved a Memorandum of 
Understanding between Allegany County, Jane’s Place, Inc., Office of the Allegany County 
State’s Attorney, and Friends of Jane’s Place, Inc. to memorialize the support of Jane’s 
Place by Allegany County, the Office of the State’s Attorney, and Friends of Jane’s Place. 
 
Item 5 – Ratification of Second Amendment to Labor Management Agreement with 
Fraternal Order of Police Lodge# 144 Allegany County Sheriff’s Office – Correctional 
Division – Board of County Commissioners to approve the Second 
Amendment to Labor Management Agreement between Allegany County and the Sheriff’s 
Correctional Division, FOP Lodge #144 to update wage scale – T. Lee Beeman, Jr., 
County Attorney. 
 
Assistant County Attorney Ramon Rozas III, presented Items 5 through 10 in place of 
County Attorney Lee Beeman, who was not able to be present at this evening’s meeting.  
Mr. Rozas explained that after completion of a wage and salary study by an outside 
agency, the County Attorney, the County’s Director of Human Resources, and County staff 
have been working to integrate the new wage scales into the County’s Labor-Management 
Agreements.  He told the Commissioners that Items 5 through 10 are simply for ratification 
of those wage scales created by the outside agency into the County’s current Agreements 
with the collective bargaining units.   
 
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Atkinson, and seconded by Commissioner Brodie, 
the Board of County Commissioners approved the Second 
Amendment to Labor Management Agreement between Allegany County and the Sheriff’s 
Correctional Division, FOP Lodge #144 to update wage scale. 
 
Item 6 – Ratification of First Amendment to Labor Management Agreement with 
Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #144 Allegany County Sheriff’s Office – Road Patrol 
– Board of County Commissioners to approve the First Amendment to Labor Management 



Agreement between Allegany County and the Sheriff’s Road Patrol, FOP Lodge #144 to 
update wage scale – T. Lee Beeman, Jr., County Attorney. 
 
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Atkinson, and seconded by Commissioner Brodie, 
the Board of County Commissioners approved the First Amendment to Labor Management 
Agreement between Allegany County and the Sheriff’s Road Patrol, FOP Lodge #144 to 
update wage scale. 
 
Item 7 – Ratification of First Amendment to Labor Management Agreement with 911 
Emergency Communications Bargaining Unit Local #1521 C – Board of County 
Commissioners to approve the First Amendment to Labor Management Agreement 
between Allegany County and the 911 Emergency Communications Bargaining Unit Local 
#1521 C to update wage scale – T. Lee Beeman, Jr., County Attorney.   
 
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Atkinson, and seconded by Commissioner Brodie, 
the Board of County Commissioners approved the First Amendment to Labor Management 
Agreement between Allegany County and the 911 Emergency Communications Bargaining 
Unit Local #1521 C to update wage scale. 
 
Item 8 – Ratification of First Amendment to Labor Management Agreement with 
International Association of Fire Fighters Local #1715 Allegany County Emergency 
Medical Services Division – Board of County Commissioners to approve the First 
Amendment to Labor Management Agreement between Allegany County and the 
Emergency Medical Services Division IAFF Lodge #1715 to update wage scale – T. Lee 
Beeman, Jr., County Attorney. 
 
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Atkinson, and seconded by Commissioner Brodie, 
the Board of County Commissioners approved the First Amendment to Labor Management 
Agreement between Allegany County and the Emergency Medical Services Division IAFF 
Lodge #1715 to update wage scale. 
 
Item 9 – Ratification of First Amendment to Labor Management Agreement with 
Transit Bargaining Unit AFSCME Local #1633 – Board of County Commissioners to 
approve the First Amendment to Labor Management Agreement between Allegany County 
and Allegany County Transit AFSCME Local #1633 to update wage scale – T. Lee 
Beeman, Jr., County Attorney. 
 
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Atkinson, and seconded by Commissioner Brodie, 
the Board of County Commissioners approved the First Amendment to Labor Management 
Agreement between Allegany County and Allegany County Transit AFSCME Local #1633 
to update wage scale. 
 
Item 10 – Ratification of First Amendment to Labor Management Agreement with 
Roads Division AFSCME Local #1633 - Board of County Commissioners to approve the 
First Amendment to Labor Management Agreement between Allegany County and 
Allegany County Roads Division AFSCME Local #1633 to update wage scale – T. Lee 
Beeman, Jr., County Attorney. 
 
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Atkinson, and seconded by Commissioner Brodie, 
the Board of County Commissioners approved the First Amendment to Labor Management 
Agreement between Allegany County and Allegany County Roads Division AFSCME Local 
#1633 to update wage scale. 
 
Item 10A – Canal Place Preservation Authority – Request for $1,500,000.00 from the 
Capital Budget for River Park at Canal Place Project Match – Board of County 
Commissioners to approve allocation of $1,500,000.00 from the Capital Budget as a match 
for $6,000,000.00 in federal funding for the River Park at Canal Place Project, and 
authorize the President to sign a letter of support regarding this Project.  Commissioner 
Atkinson provided some information about this Item at the beginning of this evening’s 
meeting.  A copy of the letter of support is attached to and made a part of these Minutes.  
 
 
 



Upon Motion made by Commissioner Atkinson, seconded by Commissioner Brodie, and 
duly carried, the Board of County Commissioners approved allocation of $1,500,000.00 
from the Capital Budget as a match for $6,000,000.00 in federal funding for the River Park 
at Canal Place Project, and authorized the President to sign the letter of support regarding 
this Project.  

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

As recommended by the County Administrator 
 
Upon Motion by Commissioner Atkinson, seconded by Commissioner Brodie, and Motion 
carried, the Board of County Commissioners approved and adopted the Consent Agenda 
as recommended by the County Administrator. 
 
Item 11 – Resolution 23-3 – Maryland Department of Housing and Community 
Development $350,000 Special Projects Grant Application for the Oldtown 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Design – Board of County Commissioners 
approved Resolution 23-3 for the Maryland Department of Housing and Community 
Development $350,000 Special Projects Grant application for the Oldtown Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Upgrade Design, and authorized the President of the County 
Commissioners to sign the grant.      
 
Item 12 – Resolution 23-4 – Cumberland Area Fiscal Year 2022-2025 Transportation 
Improvement Program – Board of County Commissioners, acting in their role as the 
Cumberland Area Metropolitan Planning Organization, authorized and amended, by 
Resolution 23-4, the Cumberland Area Fiscal Year 2022-2025 Transportation 
Improvement Program. 
 
Item 13 – Resolution 23-5 – Rules & Regulations Governing Employees of Allegany 
County, Maryland Amendments – Board of County Commissioners approved Resolution 
23-5, the amendments to the Rules & Regulations Governing Employees of Allegany 
County, Maryland. 
 
Item 14 – Tri-County Council (Rural Maryland Economic Development Fund) 
$100,000 Grant – Board of County Commissioners approved and accepted the grant 
terms as prescribed by Tri-County Council for Western Maryland to award $100,000 to the 
Department of Economic and Community Development from the Rural Maryland Economic 
Development Fund for the purpose of developing a tech incubator. 
 
Item 15 – Tri-County Council (Rural Maryland Economic Development Fund) 
$1,209,000 Grant – Board of County Commissioners approved and accepted the grant 
terms as prescribed by Tri-County Council for Western Maryland to award $1,209,000 to 
the Department of Economic and Community Development from the Rural Maryland 
Economic Development Fund for the purpose of creating market ready pad sites at the 
Barton Business Park. 
 
Item 16 – Tri-County Council (Rural Maryland Economic Development Fund) 
$671,000 Grant – Board of County Commissioners approved and accepted the grant 
terms as prescribed by Tri-County Council for Western Maryland to award $671,000 to the 
Department of Economic and Community Development from the Rural Maryland Economic 
Development Fund for the purpose of developing market ready pad sites at the Frostburg 
Industrial Park. 
 
Item 17 – Borden Tunnel Lining Restoration Project Award – Board of County 
Commissioners approved the award of consultant services for Borden Tunnel 
Rehabilitation – Phase 1, and add Alternate 1, to Whitney Bailey Cox and Magnani, LLC 
(WBCM), Reston, Virginia, in the amount of $37,590. 
 
Item 18 – Request for Proposals for Dirt Track Racing at the Allegany County 
Fairgrounds – Board of County Commissioners approved and granted permission to 
advertise for proposals for the promotion of dirt track racing at the Allegany County 
Fairgrounds on the County’s website. 
 
 
 



Item 19 – Department of Emergency Services Operational Program Medical Director 
for Allegany County – Board of County Commissioners approved the Personal Services 
Contract with Rameen Shafiel, D.O., to be the Emergency Medical Services Operational 
Program Medical Director for Allegany County. 
 
Item 20 – Community Promotions – Board of County Commissioners authorized the 
County Finance Department to remit $500 from the Community Promotions Account to 
support the 3rd Allegany County Social Services Board Crab Feast.  All monies raised will 
be used for Allegany County Seniors to help them remain in their homes and improve their 
quality of life. The event will be held on Saturday, September 23, 2023, from 1 to 5 pm at 
the Cumberland Outdoor Club Pavilion. 
 
Constituents – In order of sign-up sheet – No one signed up to speak at this evening’s 
meeting.  
 
Assistant County Attorney Ramon Rozas had no further comments to make at this 
evening’s meeting.  
 
County Administrator Jason Bennett read into the record a letter opposing SB 590, and 
the Commissioners signed the letter as read by Mr. Bennett.  A copy of the letter is 
attached to and made a part of these Minutes.  
  
Commissioners’ statements, comments, recognition –  
 
Commissioner William Atkinson had no further comments to make at this evening’s 
meeting.  
 
Commissioner Creade Brodie spoke in favor of the Commissioners’ signing of the letter 
opposing SB 590.  
 
Commissioner David Caporale had no further comments to make at this evening’s 
meeting.  
 
Reminders/Upcoming Meetings –  
 
Next Public Business Meeting – Thursday, March 9, 2023 5:00 p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 There being no further business to come to the attention of the Board, the meeting 
was adjourned at 5:25 p.m. 
 

     __________________________ 
      David J. Caporale, President 
True Copy 
Attest: 
 
___________________________ 
Cynthia A. Young 
Recording Secretary 
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